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Chriſtians,concerning the late Proteſtarion, commen . 
dedto them by the Houſe of Commons,now Afﬀem- 
bled in the High ar.d Honourable Court of Parliament.wherec- 
inthey humbly crave a cleere ſatisfa&ion from their abler bre> 
thren, that they may take it with a well grounded 
and chcerefull Conſcience. 


F rſt,as concerning the Authority of it, whcther it 
comes ſuthciently authoriſed to be imprnſed up- 
on any,unleſſe by the joynt conſent of his facred Ma- 
jeſty,and both Houſes of thar High and Honourab'e 
Court both Head and Members; We do not hereby 
intend to charge any with the guilt of combination 
zrainſk Authority, but in the rendernefſe of our con- 
ſciences, humbly to fignifie onr juſt feruples about 
theauthority tmpolſing ir, andthe contents of it; if 
It be ſaid, it ts not to be impoſed on any,then we hope 
none can juſtly blame uszfor uſing our lawful liberty, 
and retuſall ot that, which is not impoſed on us. 

- gecondly, concerning the Neceſſity of it; what 
reed is there of urging or taking a Proteſtation at 
this time; fince Oathes , ſacred Bonds, arc not to 
betaken without urgent neceſſity,unleſfe wee wil take 
the Name of God in Vaine: an though the prudence 
ofthe contrivers may ſee a I_— to comend it,yer 
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it is no wonder if ſuch filly ones as we, ſee not the ne- 
ceſſiry oftaking it, untill ehey. ſhall be pleaſed to im- 
part their'reaſons, The conſcienticus will hold them 
{elves bound to maintaine the Dodrine eſtabliſhed 
ptwer'of Parliaments, ard liberty of Subjedts with- 
out it;all others wrll-flejzght it : we thinke in all humi- 
lity love a (tronger bond then.compulſion, and other 
meancs more effcctuall tor holding out of Popery , 
namely diligent Preaching, Prayer, Humiliation, and: 
Retormation, whercby we may encreaſe in the know. 
!cJge ofthe Truth,and the ability to defend us againſt 
the encmics of it. But for Miniſters it ſecmes lefſe 
needfull, who have alrcady fubfcribed and ſworne, and 
fub{cribed to the Doftrine of the Church of England 
a2ainſt Popery,againſt whom ſuthcient Proviloes are 
made in cale they revolt. | 
3. Thirdly what danger by multiplying Oathes? 
where diverle for fear may be forced to take them, Re- 
{1 Fante conftientia, Moltdo maketoo little conſcience 
of them, an;l may endanger the land by drawing ont 
a Judgement for their {lighting ſuch a ſacred bond,or 
violation of it, For Oathes tne Land maurnes , ler, 25, 
10. VV hereupon Saint Auſtin.in his ſecond Sermon, 
De werbis Apoſtoli, Falſa juratio exitioſa, vera turatio pt- 
riculoſa, nulla twratio ſecure «ft ,* Above all things my 
Brethren,ſweare not, 1ſaieh 5. 12. 
4.Fourthly,whetker canrhis Oathbe taken in Faith? 
without which, whatſogver we doc 1s {1n, Row, 14.23. | 
Now this Oath comprehends fo many things of feve- 
rali kinds, and diverſe of them unknowne to moſt of 
vs, that though we be ready to believe & receive ſome 
of them ſingle, yet our Faith cxBrot fathom them al. 
| together, 
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together, and ſo we cannot ſycare without: doubting, 
and ſurely doubtfulſwearing is as dangerous as doubr- 
full eating, every Oath ſhould bee taken in Truth, 
Righteouſneſſe and Judgement. let. 4. 2. How can we 
take an Oath in Judgement, not having a tull perſivae 
fon inthe meaning of it, or how can others with 
cood Conſcience preſſe it on us, tilthey'give ns full 
atisſation herein? Ne 
| Ifit be anſwered that the Creed, 8&c.arc ambiguous, 
ſubjet to doubtfull Interprerations,4S-appeares in dt- 
irs Articles, yet upon this reaſon, may not 'bee refn- 
{ed robe ſworne: to this, the learned Divines of Aber. 
dixe have given ſufficient anſwer. pag. 50, Of their Du- 
plice, theſeare of Divine Authority, ornext: Divine, 
zzrceable to the Word , approved by the vniforme 
conſent of all places in all ages. VWhereupon wee are 
undoubtedly perſwaded that the: contrivers of them 
lid neither intend, nor yer ſet downe any untruth,and 
therefore we doe fubmit to the unfallible authority of 
them, though ſome things be' controverted in; them, 
#lereas we cannor ſuppoſe the fame in-any. Oath con. ' 
ved by men, ſubje& to errors, wanting that generall 
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Thc Ambiguity ofthe OATH appeares to us 
in moſt, if not in all?he ſeverall Branches 
of its ; 


7. ] Promiſe, ow, and Proteſt to maintaine with my life, 

£i0ds,and Fower, the true Proteſtant Religion,expreſied 
in the DoArine of the Church of England. Luere, Whar 
is the Docrinec of the Church of England > Whe- 
ther that in the 39 Articles ? Why is it not ſpecified 
that we may know to what we {iveare?. Whether may 
it not be extendedto that which hereafter ſhal beeſta» 
bliſhed;fince in the Oath it is nor (=ow expreſſed, or al- 
ready efiabliſhed) but, Expreſſed, in the Dorine of the 
Churchof England, which we ſuppoſe will bind us, 
if expreſſed hereafter; it ſo, None will ſet his ſeale 
to ablanke bond,ſo as the Obligee may make hisdept 
as large as he liſteth : and we conceive we ſhould beo 
more cautelous in cn Baging our ſelves by Oath, then 
our Eſtate: by Bond , ſince the tye is more vigorous, 
and the breach more, dangerous. Ley. pap. 55. 

2 1 ſmeare to maintaine this Dofrine againff «ll Papery 
and popiſh Innovations. Quere, in what extent is Pope- 
ry hereabjur'd > Whether onely in Do&rinalls, and 
ſuch onely as are fundamentall or come nigh the foun- 
dationor to remoter ſuperſtru&ions undetermined? 
Wherein it hath alwayes bin held lawfull for Schol. 
larsto vary, and sbwndare ſenſu ſu, Whether to Dif- 
cipline alſo? and hath not epiſcopacy bin branded 
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(5) 
by them and {t:nding under them. Norwithſtinding it 
hath beene allowed by our Dur . and eft.bliſhed 
by our law 2 Hath not our Liturgy ( t290ugh eſtabli- 
ſked by AQ of Parliament ) beene rejected as Popith?® 
and all innocent Ceremonies (though ancienter farrc 
then Popcry) if 2buſed by them? Nay one of late , a- 
inſt Popiſh Ceremonies tels us, rhat an oath mn} 
nie to the largeſt ſenſe ; D:ſput, againſe Engl, 
(eremontes,p, 93.97. 
3.1 ſmeare to maint an the porer ard priviledze of P arti. 

W inents 07 theilanfull liberty and rights of Subjetis, Dutr, 
F \Vhat arc thoſe priviledges of Parlinnents and rights 
of Subjets? Are theſe evident by the light of nature ? 
tlatupon notifying them, every one that (weares is 4- 
deto give his aſſent, acknowledging rhem. undoubted 
priviledgus and- rights ? or doe they: vary in diverſe 
Countries,according tothe differcnt conltirutions Cf 
Iututes and charters depending on p2lirive lawes ? 
Why arewe not directed to thole lawcs?.vhere ve may 
te clearely informed, what are thoſe undoubtel privi= 
&does and rights 2 
4.l vill maintain every perſon that maleth this Protea» 
1m,in.whathe ſhall doe in the lawfull purſuance of the ſame, 
Fer, Whether am, I hereby boundto imbroyle my 
kl in every private quarrell betwixt particular per- 
ſons >. Suppole oae. that hath taken this Proteſtation, 
*Zoppreſſeiby ſo-m2 grew one and purſue his right, 
Whether am.I hereby bound racngage my ſelfe > If 
tbewith reference to the publicke State, Whether 
Q [alone bound to. mantaine him in his rights, or 
Wy joyntly with others 2 And ho ſhall L be aſſured 

It 13 his right , and that his purſ1ance is lawfull , 
Nut [ may joyne with him? B 


(6) | 

5.1 will oppoſſt and bring to condign puniſhment,all ſuch u; | 
ſhall doe any thing to the contrary, Qner, Whether is his © 
ſacred Majeſty and his lawfull Succefſors here excep- Y 
red, in caſe they ſhould attempt ſome innovation in * 6, 
Religion,or to infringe the liberty of Parliaments,or MY?” 
the rights of Subjeds, or to oppoſe any that hath ra- Y'* 
ken this Proteftation ? Now to take up armes againſt Uk 
our Soveraigne, cither offenſive or defenſive, wehaye | tal 
not as yet learned. Ve neither ia the Scriptures, nor 4 ci 
che writings, nor practice of primitive times find any W'® 
other remedy for Subje&s unjuſtly proſecuted by He Ml 
reditary Monarches,but flight from their wrath,orpa: | 
ticnt ſuffering,or humble ſupplicarion withteares and | 
prayers. Nor darewe ſubſcribetill we ſecthoſe argu- MI,” 
ments anſwered in the learned Dupliceof the Divines Ws 
of Aberdine, pag. 160. It his Majeſty beexcepted, 
why is it not expreſſed > Nor canthe expreſhonof MW: 
ſuch an exception bethought necdleſſe , 1hough elk y 
where we fweare to maintainethe King. " 

Nor can it ſeeme a greater tendernefſe of his Maje 
ſties Honour,to omit the exception inthis clauſe,ſup- 
poſing his Majefties conſtancy in Religion, and equi» 
table diſpoſition in the adminiſtration of Juſtice. 
Surely the modeſt requeſt of ſuchan cxception canrot 
in the judgment ofany reaſonableman, import thellen. 
dereſt ſuſpition of h1s'Majeſties inconſtancy in Reli- 
2i0n,or diſpoſition to injuſtice. None are more fully 
{ctlcd in their good opinion of him then we. But wee 
provide tur our owne peace , incaſe of diſpute about 
the boundaries of Religion, priviledse of Partaments, 
and rights of SubjeQs.Nor do we caſt the leaſt aſper-, 


fion of imprudence or difloyalty npon the contrt- 
Vere 
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irs of this Proteftation , which we doubt not bur 
tleir wiſedo mes can eaſily cleare, and we much crave 
my be cle2red to us, 

6.lncaſc of diſpute, what isthe Religion eſtabliſhed? 
prer and priviledge of Parliaments? rights of Sub- 
et? and the lawfull mzanes of the purſuance of the 
bme? or concerning the boundaries of thoſe 2 who 
hallbe Judge? The dictite of every private mans Con: 
cence > That were to exp3ſe che Kingdome to per- 
kl contentionzthe Parliament?what if a diſpute a- 
ilewhen no Parliament firs? The King and Counſell ? 
ue deputed by his Mijelty an 4 the Parliament ? 
rthe {ſtronger part ? 

7. I ſoeare never to relinquiſh this Proteſtation , &c., 
Were, doth this clanſe bind m2 for ever in no caſe 
balter > What if the King and State ſhould knd it 
tpelient hereafter to revok 2 this Proteſtation , or 
bncthing init > Why is not there a reſervation of 
berty to change with the State > Maſter Ley in his 
loke of the late Cinans, paz. $5. thinks it unfit te 
ke Median & Perſian Proteltitions, that cannot be 
tered, when as ſuch changes my fall in a State , as 
iemiſeſt lav my be thouzht neceſſury to be altered, 
altherefore to receive no Hirther eſtibliſhmnent, then 
wy agree withall humane lawes to b: left alterable. 
 Noclet us be thou zht herein to wrong our ſelves, 
1 forging exceptions an4 laying impediments in 
WMoyn way. VV walk in fincerity according to our 
WM, n% forginz to our ſelves impzdimears or lay- 
Uhmblin; blo:kes in our ovne way , bat ſhewv- 
4 fuch a5 ſez to be layd in our way , by the in- 
MM101ious expceſſi 32 of th Proteſtutioa., If any 

B 2 | thinkc 


(8) 
thinke our doubts are too many, perchance he thinks 
roo little ofthe peace of conſcience of private Chri- 
{tians, and price of Miniſtery, 

If any inforcement ſhould be uſed , our ſuſperce, 
till ſatisfaion be given, may be charitably aſcribed 
rather to conſcience then contumacy. And therefore 
the caſe {5 ſtanding, we hope we ſhall neither be preſ- 
ſed to thetaking , nor our modeſt refuſzlloppreſſed 
with any penalty, 

VVhat pitty were it ? which ſome mens feares begin 
to ſuggeſt, that after our painefull ſtudies in the 


Univerſities, the expence of our patrimonies in our | 


coftly education ( which might hive maintained us 
plentifully in another courſe. ) After our painctull 
1imployments in our Paſtorall charge , to the tyring 
out of our ſtrength. Afrer our familics encreiſeds 
bove our abilities to ſupport tl em ( without the 
meanes ive receive fromthe Church ) to be thruſt out 
of all, who cannot dig,.and arc aſham'd to beg. After 
our hopcs of remorvall of all burdens, now to be op» 
prefſed. With rhe ſame tongue that hath bleſt God 
tor the heroicke zeale of that Highand Honourable 
Court in removall of one Oath, now to complaireot 


the preſſure of our conſciences by another ? that when, 


ſuch care is taken for theeſtabliſhment of the rightsof 
Subjeds (ſhould this Cath come hereafter to be preb 


ſed)it might ſtripusof alwhichweconceive derogat0- 


ry to aur rights, who are not the worſt Subjefs. That 
choſe, who have complained of ſubſcriptions & oaths 
rheſe eighty yeares (though of ſuch things onely 3 
were eſtabliſhed by Parliament)ſhould now be ſo for- 


ward to promote this, and preſſe it upon o_ 
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When divers things eſtabliſhed by law wetg-incap- 
irued, the Church and State thought.it expedient to 
interpreat them, as appeares, by divers Canons , Ru- 
bricks, and InjunQions, and the preface to the Com- 
mon Praycrs. VVhenthe Oath of Supremacy was in- 
conſtrued, King James of bleſſed Mcemory,voucbſafcd 
toclcare it by publicke writings, and after to cleare 
this explication from all objeftions of Fell and o- 
thers, by Biſhop Ardrezes and others, When the Re- 
werend Primate of Armagh had cleared the ſame Oath 
inTrelend, tlc King gave him thanks for his paines ta- 
ken therein, by a Letter now Printed, And this pre- 
lent Parliament to remove the feare of ſome Londo- 
ners (+5 we heare) vouchſafed to ſet forth an interpre» 
tion ot one clauſe of this Proteſtation. | | 
Whether would it not highly commend their pru* 
dence, and eternize their goodneſſe, to vouchſafe a 
further interptctacion of all the ſeverall branches of 
it,or mthorize by ſpeciall Commiſſion, ſome grave, 
wiſe men, in every Dioceſſe., to admit of ſuch inter 
pretations as did not goe againſt the literall ſenſe, and 
clexe it from all ambiguity, : | 
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whether this igterpretation,or ſuch like might ' ( { 
be accepted. =. 


1. FSweare to maintaine the Dodrine exprefied in 
the Church - of Exgland, &c. I underſtand the 
DoQrine already eſtabliſhed inihe 39, Articles, 
2, This DoQrine I will eaintaine againſt all Po- 
pry, and Popiſh innovations 9. I underſtind alf 
B 3 Popery 
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pery DoRrinall,and innovations pragicall,courary 
to the D3@rine alrcevly eſtibliſhed, ; 
© 3, TI Swerreto miintaine the poyer and priviledz: 
-of Parliaments, the tyfull ttÞerty and rig'\ts of $4). 
$5, TInhderftind this(y far 25 theythal be evilen 
ced ro meby the ſtanding luves of chis Kingdo n, not 
repugnant tothe [awes of G-4,t9be un4oubced privi- 
ltedges and rights, and furtherthe muintenance oftheſ: 
cighte of Subjz@s, I underſtand not with reference to 
on2another,tobe hereby baundto imbroyl my (clfir 
2vcry. private mans quarrell, though I conceive right, 
ut with reference to the publike State. 

4. I will miintaine every perſon that miketl this 
Proteſtition,in whatſoever he (hill doe in the lavtull 
purſuance ofthe ſme, &c. This miinte:11nce I under- 
!tind not to bind m2 ro m1intaine the n by my ſelf; 
alone, but together with others conſenting and lay- 
fully authoriſed,the ſame I underſtuwaot opp5!tng 1: 
rhe nexc clauſe. _ 

$5. I willopaoſe and bring to condizne punifh: 
ment,zc. [n all the ſeverall clauſes, I expretfely excep: 
his ſacred Myjeſty, and his lawfull ſucceſſors, accor: 
ding to my. Oath of Alleziance, not daring t9 thine 
a difl>yall rhoyght , mach lefle to lift up my handy 
21ifſt the Lords Annoynted. 

6, Iwill neverrelinquſh this Proteſtation , &. 
Halefſe the Stare (hill thinke ir exp2dicnt to alter or 
revoke it5 19 which cue I reſerve my fre:lome, 
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